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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the fiQe. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references hsted in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 1/30/02 have 
been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 

Drawings 

3. The drawings received on 1/30/02 are acceptable by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sheridan (U.S. 
Patent Number 5,760,917). 

Regarding daim i, Sheridan discloses an image input system in which a plurality of 
image forming apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 6), each having a 
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scanner function (column 4, lines 34-47), a printer function (column 11, lines 23-49) and a 
network function and forming an image (column 4, lines 17-47), and a plurality of personal 
conputers are connected to a network (terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 
6), each of the image forming apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21) conq^rising first setting 
means for setting a public folder made pubUc on the network (column 4, lines 34-column 5, Une 
42), and storage means for setting therein at least one pubUc folder through the setting by the 
first setting means (column 4, lines 34-column 5, line 42), each of the personal computers 
(terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C) conprising second setting means for setting exclusion of 
access by another personal conputer to the public folder set in the image forming apparatus 
(column 4, line 48-column 5, Une 64), transmission means for transmitting to the another 
personal computer via the network access exclusion setting information for excluding access to 
the at least one public folder set by the second setting means (column 5, hne 19-column 6, hne 
35), reception means for receiving via the network permission/non-permission information on 
the access exclusion setting, which is retumed from the another personal conputer in response to 
the access exclusion setting information transmitted by the transmission means (column 5, line 
19-column 6, hne 35), and control means for executing a control for at least one pubhc folder, on 
which access has been permitted in the access exclusion setting, on the basis on the 
permission/non-permission information on the access exclusion setting (column 5, hne 3-column 
6, hne 35). 

Regarding claim 2, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the storage means is a hard disk drive (column 4, Unes 34-47). 



i 
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Regarding claim i, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and fiirther 
teaches that the public folder set in the storage means can be accessed by any one of the plurality 
of personal computers via the network (see Figs. 1 and 2, column 4, Une 17-column 5, Une 64), 

Regarding claim 4, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the pubUc folder set in the storage means stores image data, which is scanned by the 
scanner function when the public folder is designated by the operation of the image forming 
apparatus (column 4, line 48-column 5, line 42, and column 9, Une 1 -column 1 1, line 49). 

Regarding claim 5, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the second setting means, the transmission means, the reception means and the 
control means are operated according to an appKcation program prestored in the personal 
conputer (column 4, lines 17-47). 

Regarding claim 6, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the image forming apparatus, for which the setting by the second setting means is 
performed, is designated with use of an IP address (column 4, lines 17-33, and column 5, Ues 7- 
42). 

Regarding claim 7, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the permission/non-permission information is information for rejecting access by 
another personal con5)uter to the pubUc folder, the access to which by the another personal 
conputer is excluded by the present personal computer, and for permitting access by the another 
personal conputer to the pubhc folder, the access to which by the another personal conputer is 
not excluded by the present personal conputer (column 4, Une 48-column 6, Une 35). 
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Regarding claim 8, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the control means invalidates the setting of access to a public folder, the access to 
which is not permitted by the permission/non-permission information on the access exclusion 
setting retumed from any one of the other personal computers (column 4, line 48-column 6, line 
35). 

Regarding claim P, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches that the control means controls reading and deletion of image data stored in at least one 
of the public folders, the access to which has been permitted in the access exclusion setting 
(column 4, Une 48-column 6, Une 35). 

Regarding claim 10, Sheridan discloses the system discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches that the control means controls reading and deletion of image data stored in at 
least one of the public folders, the access to which has been permitted in the access exclusion 
setting, and also controls when there is associated setting data, execution of a function based on 
the associated setting data (column 4, Une 48-column 6, line 35). 

Regarding claim 11, Sheridan discloses an image input system in which a plurality of 
image forming apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 6), each haying a 
scanner function (column 4, lines 34-47), a printer function (column 11, lines 23-49) and a 
network function and forming an image (column 4, lines 17-47), and a plurality of personal 
computers are connected to a network (terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 
6), each of the image forming apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21) conrprising first setting 
means for setting a public folder made public on the network (column 4, Unes 34-column 5, hne 
42), and first storage means for setting therein at least one public folder through the setting by 

i 
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the first setting means (column 4, lines 34-column 5, line 42), each of the personal conq)uters 
(terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C) comprising second storage means for storing access exclusion 
setting information which excludes access by another personal computer to the pubhc folder set 
in the image forming apparatus at the time of activation (column 5, line 19-column 6, Une 35), 
reception means for receiving via the network access exclusion setting information, which is sent 
from another personal conq)uter (column 5, Une 19-column 6, line 35), preparation means for 
comparing the access exclusion setting information received by the reception means with the 
access exclusion setting information stored in the second storage means, and preparing 
permission/non-permission information that rejects access to a pubUc folder on which the 
exclusion of access has been set, and that permits access to a pubhc folder on which the 
exclusion of access is not set (colunm 5, line 3-column 6, line 35), and returning means for 
returning the permission/non-permission information prepared by the preparation means to the 
personal.computer from which the access exclusion setting information was received by the 
reception means (column 5, hne 3-column 6, line 35). 

Regarding claim 12, Sheridan discloses an image input system in which a plurality of 
image forming apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 6), each having a 
scanner ftinction (column 4, lines 34-47), a printer function (column 11, lines 23-49) and a 
network function and forming an image (column 4, hnes 17-47), and a plurality of personal 
computers are connected to a network (terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 
6), each of the image forming apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21) conqjrising first setting 
means for setting a public folder made pubhc on the network (column 4, hnes 34-column 5, hne 
42), and first storage means for setting therein at least one pubhc folder through the setting by 



s 
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the first setting means (column 4, lines 34-column 5, line 42), each of the personal conqjuters 
(terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C) comprising second storage means for storing access exclusion 
setting information which excludes access by another personal computer to the pubUc folder set 
in the image forming apparatus (column 5, line 19-column 6, line 35), transmission means for 
transmitting the access exclusion setting information stored in the second storage means to the 
another personal computer via the network at the time of activation (column 5, line 19-column 6, 
line 35), reception means for receiving via the network permission/non-permission information 
on the access exclusion setting returned to the another personal conq)uter in response to the 
access exclusion setting information transmitted by the transmission means (column 5, line 19- 
column 6, hne 35), and control means for updating the access exclusion setting information 
stored in the second storage means and executing a control for at least one public folder, on 
which access has been permitted in the access exclusion setting, on the basis of the 
permission/non-permission information on the access exclusion setting, which has been received 
by the reception means (column 5, hne 3-column 6, hne 35). 

Regarding claim 13, Sheridan discloses an image input system in which a plurality of 
input apparatuses (hubs 201, or 20 and 21, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 6), each having a storage 
device for setting a public folder to be made public on a network and each inputting information 
such as image data (column 4, lines 34-47), and a plurahty of personal computers are connected 
to the network (terminals 202-204, and 40A-40C, seen in Figs. 1, 4, and 6), conprising setting 
means for setting exclusion of access by another personal computer to the pubUc folder set in the 
input apparatus (column 4, line 48-column 5, hne 41), transmission means for transmitting to the 
another personal con5)uter via the network access exclusion setting information for excluding 
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access to the at least one public folder set by the setting means (column 5, Kne 19-colunm 6, line 
35), reception means for receiving via the network permission/non-permission information on 
the access exclusion setting, which is retumed from the another personal computer in response to 
the access exclusion setting information transmitted by the transmission means (column 5, line 
19-column 6, line 35), and control means for executing a control for at least one public folder, on 
which access has been permitted in the access exclusion setting , on the basis of the 
permission/non-permission information on the access exclusion setting, which has been received 
by the reception means (column 5, hne 3-column 6, line 35). 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
6, The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to apphcant*s 
disclosure: 

Saito et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,208,426) discloses a facsimile storage and transferring 

system; 

Kocher (U.S. Patent Number 6,188,766) discloses a facsimile archiving system; 
Yokoyama (U.S. Patent Number 6,166,826) discloses an image data transferring systen^ 

and 

Ouchi (U.S. Patent Number 5,739,918) discloses a facsimile machine with a mailbox 
function. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status mformation for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 




